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already been laid before the reader.1 The same is true of
two Jewish stories, except that in one of them the hero has
obtained a knowledge of the language of animals as a gift
from the wise King Solomon.2 In the other version, taken
down in Palestine, it is merely said that " there was once a
merchant who understood the language of beasts ".3 But
both these Jewish versions follow the story in the Arabian
Nights so closely that it would be at once needless and
tedious to repeat them. Their text is given in the Appendix
(pp. 505 sqq^.
In our survey of the geographical diffusion of the tale we
may now turn from Asia to Africa, where the story has been
recorded at various points from the north to the south of the
continent.
A Berber version of the story runs as follows :
Long ago there was a man who had much gear. One
day he went into a butcher's shop. A greyhound came and
gnawed some bones. The butcher struck him, and the dog
yelped. At the sight the man was touched with pity. He
bought of the butcher a bit of meat and threw it to the dog,
who took it and went away. But the dog was really the son
of a king who dwelt under ground.
Fortune changed with our man ; he lost all his gear and
betook himself to washing people's clothes for a livelihood.
One day he went to wash something ; he spread it out on the
white sand to dry. A jerboa appeared with a golden ring in
its ear. The man ran after it, killed it, hid the ring, kindled
a fire, cooked the animal and ate it. A woman came out of
the earth, laid hold of him, and asked him, " Did you not
see my son, who has a ring in his ear ? " "I saw no boy,"
replied he, " but I saw a jerboa that had a ring in its ear."
" It was my son," quoth she. She drew him under ground
and said to him, " You have eaten my son. You have parted
me from him. I will part you from your children ; you shall
serve me in his stead."
That day he who had been changed into a greyhound
saw the man there and said to him, " It was you who bought
1  Above, pp. 114 sq.                               s J. E. Hanauer, Folk-lore of the
2  L. Ginzberg, The Legends of the     Holy Land, Moslem, Christian and
Jews, vol. iv. (Philadelphia, 1913), pp.    Jewish, edited by M. Pickthall (Lon-
138-141.                                                 don, 1910), pp. 258-260